JoAnn Lobur Benefit Sale

The sale will be held during the Boylan Heights ArtWalk
Sunday, December 3rd, 2006 1-5 PM
Litmus Gallery & Studios
312 West Cabarrus St.

Downtown Raleigh, NC
(just across from the Amtrak station)

JoAnn created the Litmus Gallery & Studios at the Cabarrus St. location in 1989. Since it’s inception, JoAnn has nurtured many local artists by providing studio space and a venue to show their work at Litmus:  Jill Bullitt, Luke Miller Buchanan, Jason Craighead, Charles & Peggy Elrod, Jim Fatata, John Garland, Andre’ Leon Gray, Lisa Hayden, Margarita Leon, Lia Newman, Lee Nisbet, Mary Paul, Jonathan Peedin, Miguel Quiroz, Peter Sack, Ollie Wagner, Jennifer Weideman, Mick Winters and others.

She was in the process of creating another studio and gallery in the NC coastal community of Holden Beach when the untimely stroke occured in June of 2006. The stroke paralyzed Jo Ann’s right side.  Currently she has trouble with her speech but is able to type emails with her left hand.  She is able to walk with a brace on her right leg but her right arm has not responded to therapy.

Born in Michigan, Jo Ann has spent most of her life involved in the Arts.  There, along with the advertising field and publishing, she was also a teacher of fine arts and handwork to both adults and children for 10 years.

Moving to North Carolina in the early 80’s, she opened and continued to operate up to her stroke a successful sign and design business-Graphics Power Signs- over the last 20 years.

Her love of and obsession with pottery was born here.  Starting in 1989, working on her own and taking classes at The Craft Center at N.C. State Univ., she explores the architectural aspects of the medium of clay combining wheel-thrown and handbuilt forms and textures of all kinds. 

Clay allows her soul to soar, her mind to dream and imagine, and her heart to love and mimic a reflection of nature and adventure.  It’s a medium…”one never tires of!” Even when I spoke with her last week, I made the statement to Jo Ann that I knew that she still had a lot of pottery designs already in her mind.  She replied with a quick “Yes”.

Jo Ann also spearheaded Litmus’s participation in Raleigh’s First Friday’s and The Boylan Heights ArtWalk.  She enjoyed many art exhibitions at Litmus Gallery such as the Mad Hatters & Mardi Gras Art Openings.

Among recent recognition from her peers, Jo Ann took a Blue Ribbon & honorable mention from the 2002 North Carolina State Fair and an Excellence in Clay award from the Icarus International competition in Kitty Hawk for her work.  The year 2003 has brought an Award of Distinction from Caswell County and an Honorable Mention from the Winston-Salem “Dimensions 2003” showing, as well as another N.C. State Fair Blue Ribbon and a second Excellence in Clay award from the Icarus competition in it’s final year marking the Centennial Celebration of the Wright Brothers history making flight. Her work was awarded a 2004 N.C. State Fair Red Ribbon and 2005 N.C. State Fair Blue Ribbon. In 2006 she  received Honorable Mention for her piece at the N.C. State Fair.

Jo Ann’s pots have been juried into shows in Raleigh, Rocky Mount, Kinston, Goldsboro, Southport, Durham, the Visual Art Exchange, Artplosure, NC Craft Guild, Pottery Fest, The Sanford Pottery Festival and others.  She taught many classes in handbuilding with clay at Litmus Gallery Studio up to the untimely stroke.

Lobur is also a very active member of the Triangle Potters Guild.

ALL of Jo Ann’s finished pottery will be for sale at this benefit event.  All sale proceeds are going to Jo Ann to help with her many expenses.  She is currently in therapy three times a week.

Your help and donations will be greatly appreciated.   

For information: 

Contact: Peggy Elrod at adreminders@yahoo.com 

Phone: 919-570-0752

or

Jim Fatata 919-571-3605 - call between 10 & 12 AM
